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Seventh Chords - Four Note Voicings

Copyright Kyle Thompson

Seventh chords get there name from the additional note that is added to the triad (our basic three note chords). For 
more on this, refer to my 'building chords' pdf. To create a seventh chord we take a triad, we will use 'C' chord as our 
example, and add an interval of a third above the existing triad. So 'C' chord ( Notes: C, E, G) becomes C, E, G, B.
This creates a C major 7 chord. 

There are five chord qualities I will show here. C major 7, C dominate 7, C minor 7, C half-dimished 7 (or C minor 7 
flat 5), and C diminished 7. The process by which we create these chords will be explained below. For now, here is a 
sequence of C type chords that will represent seventh chords with the root on the 5th string. Like barre chords, these 
are movable.

The sequence above stars with a C major 7. Moving from left to right, we lower one note at a time to get the new chord
quality. For example Cmaj7 (C, E, G, B)becomes C7 (C, E, G, B flat) when we lower the 7th (the 'b'). To create the 
Cmin 7 we lower the 3rd (C, E flat, G, B flat). The C half diminished 7 is created by flating the fifth 
(C, E flat, G flat, B flat), and the C diminished 7 is created by flatting the 7th again (C, E flat, G flat, B double flat).

Now that we have the process, here is the same sequence with the root on the 6th string. To keep things simple I will
use the 'C' chords for my example again.


